Radiographic evaluation of the status of third molars in the Asian-Indian students.
The purpose of this study is to assess the prevalence and agenesis of third molars, their impaction status, and the time and sequence of their eruption in the students of Asian-Indian population. One hundred students with ages ranging from 17.5 to 20.0 years were randomly selected. This age group was selected because this is the age at which third molars normally begin to erupt. Students who had undergone any tooth extraction or orthodontic treatment previously were not included in the study. The incidence of congenital missing third molars was 11.5%, with a higher incidence in females. Of the third molars present, 31% were in mesioangular position, 42% were in the vertical position, 27% were in the distoangular position, and none were in the horizontal position. Of the 354 teeth examined, 24% of teeth were found to be erupted and 76% were in various stages of eruption. The level of eruption of third molars was 27% at A; 39%, B; and 34%, C. The present study showed that at the baseline (mean age, 19.3 years), 24% of third molars were erupted, 76% were in various stages of eruption, and 11.5% were congenitally missing in the Asian-Indian student population.